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Introduction
Diversification of Wyoming’s economic base should include agricultural crops, more specifically horticultural crops. In 
order to boost this effort, we are encouraging owners of greenhouses and high tunnels in Wyoming to grow specialty 
cut flowers for local markets.

Objectives
We propose to demonstrate that growing fresh cut flowers is feasible in Wyoming greenhouses and high tunnels, using 
five different species from May 2018 through September 2019.

Materials and Methods
Five species of cut flowers have been under production since spring 2018: strawflower ‘Double Mix’, calendula ‘Princess 
Golden’, stock ‘Lucinda Mix’, ornamental carrot ‘Dara’, and celosia ‘Celway Mix’. Seeds of all five were sown in April 
2018, transplanted to #1 containers and placed in the greenhouse and two high tunnels in early May. Cut flower stems 
were harvested about every two days through early September. Another group of the same five species was sown in 
August 2018 and transplanted and placed in the greenhouse in September for a winter greenhouse crop. The 2019 
summer crop will be sown and transplanted as it was in 2018. 

Results and Discussion
For the summer 2018 crop, days to harvest and stem lengths varied by species. Stock produced less than one flower 
stem per plant, taking at least 84 days from sowing. Strawflowers produced about 25 stems per plant, and took at 
least 116 days. For celosia, each plant produced an average of about 38 stems and took at least 123 days from sowing. 
Calendula produced a maximum of 40 stems per plant, taking at least 107 days. The ornamental carrot produced the 
largest number of stems at about 43 per plant in a minimum of 98 days from sowing. Stem lengths varied from 28 cm 
for stock to 49 cm for ornamental carrot.
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