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2019 All-America Selections annual and perennial flowers
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Introduction
The All-America Selections (AAS) program (http://www.all-americaselections.org/) exists “to promote new garden 
varieties with superior garden performance judged in impartial trials in North America.” AAS was founded in 1932 and 
new winners have been introduced each year since 1933. The program promotes the best of the best flowering annuals, 
vegetables, and herbaceous flowering perennials. There are currently almost 200 AAS Display Gardens in the United 
States and Canada; the UW garden is the only AAS site in Wyoming.

This year, 2019, is the eighth growing season for our UW All-America Selections (AAS) Display garden. For the past 
two years graduate student Samantha Nobes has coordinated seeding and transplanting of the AAS plants. The main 
location for the flowering annuals and perennials is just west of Old Main on the UW campus in Laramie. We have a 
secondary site at the UW Laramie Research and Extension Center greenhouse complex.

Objectives
Our goal is to showcase new and improved annual and perennial flowering plants for the high-altitude Wyoming 
climate. We also test new, unsold cultivars; inform gardeners and landscapers about AAS winners; and earn gardeners’ 
and landscapers’ trust in AAS winners.

Materials and Methods
Starting in February, seeds of AAS selections are sown in the Laramie Research and Extension Center (LREC) 
greenhouse. After germination, seedlings are all transplanted and grown in the greenhouse. Plants are transferred 
outdoors to the gardens the first week in June. For 2019, new AAS winners include: Begonia ‘Viking XL Red on 
Chocolate F1’, Marigolds ‘Big Duck Gold F1’ and ‘Big Duck Yellow F1’, Petunia ‘Wave Carmine Velour F1’, and Zinnia 
‘Holi Scarlet F1’. Previous winners we’ll display in 2019 include Canna ‘South Pacific Orange F1’, Dianthus ‘Jolt Pink F1’, 
Salvia ‘Summer Jewel White’ and ‘Summer Jewel Lavender’, and Zinna ‘Profusion Red’, among others.

Results and Discussion
Since its inception at UW in 2012, our AAS Display Gardens have been viewed by thousands of students, faculty, and 
the public. As in previous years, we are growing AAS annual and perennial flowering plants in raised beds just outside 
the greenhouses at the LREC as well as at Old Main.

http://www.all-americaselections.org/


18 | 2019 Field Days Bulletin | LREC

Acknowledgments
Our thanks to LREC greenhouse staff Ryan Pendleton and Jemma Woods, and volunteer Mark Panter. This work is 
supported by U.S. Department of Agriculture Hatch funds.

Contact: Karen Panter, kpanter@uwyo.edu, 307-766-5117.

Key Words: flowers, annuals, perennials

PARP: I.12

mailto:kpanter@uwyo.edu



