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RRS Bulletin 3: A Conceptual Framework to Guide 
Research and Teaching at Rogers Research Site, 

North Laramie Mountains, Wyoming

Stephen Williams1,2 and Robert Waggener3,4

Introduction
During the early 2000s, there was an effort to organize a 
forestry-related component of the Wyoming Agricultural 
Experiment Station (WAES). This effort was made 
possible due to an endowed gift of 320 acres of forested 
land in southeast Wyoming by Colonel William C. 
Rogers. The parcel, which has become known as the 
Rogers Research Site (RRS), is located in the Laramie 
Mountains, approximately five miles southeast of the 
prominent Laramie Peak and 25 miles northwest of 
Wheatland, Wyoming.

Objectives
Objectives were to prepare RRS for research, outreach, 
and teaching activities both within and outside of the 
University of Wyoming community, and a more recent 
objective was to compile the outcomes of that planning 

and early research into WAES-published bulletins for 
future reference.

Materials and Methods
WAES Director Bret Hess and many others worked to 
address short- and long-term planning items for RRS 
from 2009 through 2012. The five key components to 
these undertakings included (1) input gathered during a 
2009 field day at RRS (Fig. 1); (2) recommendations from 
the RRS Management Committee; (3) a forestry audit 
(Fig. 2); (4) a project to collect baseline data at RRS; and 
(5) planning meetings following the 2012 Arapaho Fire.

Results and Discussion
In 2010, the RRS Management Committee formed to 
develop short- and long-term goals for RRS. Active 
members included Ryan Amundson, Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department (WGFD) statewide habitat biologist; 
Bryan Anderson, district forester with the Wyoming 
State Forestry Division; Jim Freeburn, former director 
of the James C. Hageman Sustainable Agriculture 
Research and Extension Center, which manages RRS; 
Bob Shoemaker, warden of the Laramie Peak Fire Zone; 
and Steve Williams, lead author of RRS Bulletin 3. They 
released a final report in 2011, which, in part, provided 
recommendations on how to encourage research, teaching, 
and extension at RRS.

In 2011, RRS was selected as one of five sites in the state 
to undergo an audit through the Wyoming Forestry Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) Audit program. The audit 
team, which consisted of representatives from a variety 
of agencies and organizations (Fig. 2), found that best 
management practices were well maintained at RRS with 
a few minor departures.

In early 2012, a project was proposed to inventory soils, 
plants, and animals at RRS, research nitrogen fixation by 
plants, and monitor weather at the site. This research was 
approved by the U.S. Department of Agriculture-National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture’s McIntire-Stennis 
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1Department of Ecosystem Science and Management; 2now retired; 3Wyoming Agricultural Experiment Station; 4James C. Hageman Sustainable 
Agriculture Research and Extension Center.

Figure 1. Among those attending the 2009 field day were, from left, 
in foreground, Martin Hicks, WGFD wildlife biologist; Steve Paisley, 
UW Extension beef cattle specialist; Jim Waggoner, UW Department of 
Ecosystem Science and Management associate professor (now retired); 
and Ryan Amundson, WGFD habitat biologist. In the background 
are representatives from UW Real Estate Operations, from left, Doug 
Haggerty, Eric Sneesby, Josh Decker, and Kendra Hamel. (Photo by 
Kelly Greenwald).
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program. Since then, a weather station with remote 
accessibility was installed at RRS and vegetation and soils 
were mapped. The mapping projects are summarized 
in two papers within this section of the Field Days 
Bulletin (FDB).

In summer 2012, the high-intensity Arapaho Fire burned 
through the area, killing most of the ponderosa pine 
(Pinus ponderosa), which dramatically changed many of 
the objectives developed by both the RRS Management 
Committee and Wyoming Forestry BMPs Audit Team. 
In response, the RRS Ad Hoc Committee formed in late 
summer 2012 to address the impacts of the fire and to 
develop a list of possible post-fire research topics. Since 
then, UW faculty, staff, and students (both graduate and 
undergraduate) have carried out several research projects 
involving soils and post-fire ponderosa pine restoration. 
Those projects are summarized in four papers in this 
section of the FDB.

RRS Bulletin 3 and other bulletins in the series are and 
will be posted on the SAREC website at http://bit.ly/
RogersResearchSite.
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Figure 2. Wyoming Forestry Best Management Practices Audit Team members and local residents work together to score RRS in 
terms of best-management criteria. Pictured are, from left, Melissa Dempsey, U.S. Forest Service (USFS); Colin Tierney, WGFD, 
red shirt; George Portwood, Laramie Peak resident, red/blue shirt, in background; Bonnie Parker, Laramie Peak resident, blue 
shirt, in background; Carson Engelskirger, Black Hills Forest Resource Association, now with Wyoming State Forestry Division, 
yellow shirt; Bob Means, Bureau of Land Management (Bob passed away suddenly in 2015), gray vest; Carol Purchase, USFS; and 
Stephen Williams, far right. (Photo by Jim Freeburn)
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