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RRS Bulletin 2: Wide Constituency Guides Early 
Activities and Research at Rogers Research Site, 

North Laramie Mountains, Wyoming

Robert Waggener1,2

Introduction
Early research projects and activities at the University 
of Wyoming’s Rogers Research Site (RRS) have been 
guided by a wide constituency. This has included public 
input, suggestions by a number of UW, state, and federal 
employees, work by two ad hoc RRS planning committees, 
and decision-making by UW officials. Also factoring into 
the early studies at RRS were particular research interests 
of faculty, staff, and students in the UW College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, Wyoming Agricultural 
Experiment Station (WAES), and Wyoming Geographic 
Information Science Center (WyGISC).

In 2005, the 320-acre property in the north Laramie 
Mountains near Laramie Peak passed to the UW 
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources. RRS was 
subsequently put under management of WAES and one 
of its four Research and Extension (R&E) centers in 
Wyoming, the James C. Hageman Sustainable Agriculture 
R&E Center (SAREC) near Lingle.

Objectives
Early objectives were to seek input from a wide 
constituency in an effort to help guide site planning and 
research potential, and a more recent objective was to 
compile the outcomes of those activities and studies into 
WAES-published bulletins for future reference.

Materials and Methods
In 2005, WAES and SAREC hosted an open house at 
RRS, which attracted 70 people, including area ranchers, 
farmers, cabin owners, landowners, and UW, state, and 
federal employees (Fig. 1). Each attendee received a 
questionnaire to help determine priorities for the site. One 
of the most important questions posed in the survey was: 
“What activities should be undertaken on the Rogers’ 
property?”

Results and Discussion
Fifty people, or 71% of those in attendance, filled out 
the survey. Respondents were asked to rank what they 

believed were the most important activities at RRS, 
from highest priority to lowest. Forty-four of the 50 
respondents (88%) ranked “forestry research” as the top 
priority, while “wildlife/habitat research” was ranked a 
close second, and “student education” third (Table 1).

Early studies and other activities at RRS have focused 
on forestry, vegetation, wildlife, soils, and other natural 
resources. Factoring heavily into this decision-making 
were (1) the wishes of Colonel William C. Rogers, who 
bequeathed the land to UW; (2) survey responses from 
those attending the 2005 open house; (3) feedback from 
participants in other field days at RRS, including one in 
2009; (4) input from the 2010–2011 RRS Management 
Committee; (5) recommendations from the 2011 
Wyoming Forestry Best Management Practices Audit 
Team; (6) suggestions from the 2012 RRS Ad Hoc 
Committee; (7) discussions by UW officials; and (8) 
particular research interests of UW faculty, staff, and 
students. Details about RRS planning and early research 
are summarized in the next seven papers in this section.

Bulletin 2 and other bulletins in the RRS series are and 
will be posted on the SAREC website at http://bit.ly/
RogersResearchSite.
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Table 1. Results from survey filled out by 50 people 
who attended 2005 open house at Rogers Research 
Site, listed from highest priority to lowest.

of 50 respondents

Forestry research 44 88%

Wildlife/habitat research 40 80%

Student education 33 66%

Water and watershed research 32 64%

Weed control and research 31 62%

Adult outdoor education 28 56%

Range ecology research 23 46%

Livestock research/grazing 22 44%

Figure 1. Beautiful weather and scenery greeted the approximate 70 people who attended the 2005 open house on the Rogers’ property, which was 
bequeathed to UW for research, extension, and teaching. Here, open house attendees tour a small reservoir that was constructed while Colonel Rogers 
owned the property. (Photo by Jim Freeburn)




