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RRS Bulletin 1: Introduction to the University of Wyoming’s 
Rogers Research Site, North Laramie Mountains, Wyoming

Stephen Williams1,2 and Robert Waggener3,4

Introduction
In 2002, the Triple R Ranch in southeast Wyoming was 
bequeathed to the University of Wyoming in the amended 
will of Colonel William C. Rogers (Fig. 1). The property 
passed to the UW College of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources by 2005. The 320-acre parcel—which officially 
became known as the Rogers Research Site (RRS) in 
memory of Colonel Rogers—is now a component of the 
Research and Extension (R&E) centers through the 
Wyoming Agricultural Experiment Station (WAES). 
Overseeing management of RRS is the James C. Hageman 
Sustainable Agriculture R&E Center (SAREC) near Lingle.

In his will, The Colonel, as he was known by friends, 
stated that the land should be used by UW and others, in 
part, to conduct research relating to the improvement of 
forestry and wildlife resources. RRS is near the prominent 
Laramie Peak, and at the time UW received the gift the 
site was predominately covered by ponderosa pine (Pinus 
ponderosa). The area is home to a rich array of resident and 
migratory wildlife species. In summer 2012, during an 
extreme drought, the Arapaho Fire burned ~98,000 acres 
in the north Laramie Mountains, including RRS lands. 
The blaze killed nearly 95% of the ponderosa pine on the 
site and surrounding lands.

Objectives
The overall objective is to conduct research relevant to the 
University of Wyoming at RRS while honoring the wishes 
of Colonel Rogers. Among the specific objectives are to 
conduct research relating to the improvement of forestry 
and wildlife resources at the site and on surrounding 
lands in the Laramie Mountains, which are predominately 
composed of U.S. Forest Service, private, and State of 
Wyoming lands.

Materials and Methods
A variety of materials and methods have been used to 
conduct several completed and ongoing projects at the 
site, including soils and vegetation mapping, ponderosa 
pine restoration and erosion control following a high-
severity fire, and pre- and post-fire soils research (Fig. 2). 
A summary of some of that research, along with planning 

for the future of RRS, is contained in the eight papers that 
follow this introduction.

Results and Discussion
Fortunately for current and future researchers, much 
baseline data was compiled prior to the Arapaho Fire, 
including soils and vegetation mapping (Fig. 2). A great 
deal of planning has also taken place both before and after 
the fire. This has included a formal survey of 50 people 
who attended an open house at RRS in 2005, informal 
comments submitted by participants of another field day 
in 2009, work of the RRS Management Committee in 
2010 and 2011, a forest audit conducted at RRS in 2011, 
and work of an ad hoc committee that formed in 2012 
following the wildfire.

In 2016, WAES devoted funding to publish bulletins 
relating to planning, research, extension, and teaching 
at RRS. RRS bulletins 1 through 4 have been published, 
bulletins five through eight will be published in the 
coming weeks and months, and we anticipate publishing 
a ninth bulletin detailing the ongoing ponderosa pine 
restoration and related soils research. The bulletins are 
summarized in this section of the Field Days Bulletin.

The RRS bulletin series is being posted on the SAREC 
website at http://bit.ly/RogersResearchSite. Each bulletin 
contains a story about Colonel Rogers and some of the 
history behind the land in the Laramie Mountains, where 
he spent much of his retirement before passing away in 
2003 at age 96.Acknowledgments
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Robert Waggener at robertw@uwyo.edu.
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Figure 2. UW student Michael Curran excavates a soil pit at one of the research plots at RRS. This photo was taken June 22, 2012, just two weeks 
before the lightning-caused Arapaho Fire burned across RRS and surrounding lands. Fortuitously, soils and vegetation mapping were completed prior to 
the fire. (Photo by Claire Wilkin)

Figure 1. Colonel William C. Rogers spent much of his retirement 
on the 320-acre Triple R Ranch he purchased in the north Laramie 
Mountains. This photo was taken in 1995. At the time, The Colonel, as 
friends knew him, would have been 89 years old. (Photo courtesy Colleen 
Hogan)




