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Introduction to the Laramie Research and Extension Center

Scott Lake1, 2

Introduction
The Laramie Research and Extension Center (LREC) 
consists of the Livestock Farm west of Laramie on 
Highway 230, animal facilities at the Wyoming State 
Veterinary Laboratory, forage resources at the McGuire 
Ranch property northeast of Laramie, and the greenhouse 
complex at 30th and Harney streets in Laramie. LREC 
personnel (Fig. 1) and facilities provide a wide range of 
resources to faculty and staff members, graduate and 
undergraduate students, and others for teaching, research, 
extension, and other activities.

Sadly, we had two valued members of our team depart this 
year. LREC Director Doug Zalesky accepted a position 
as director of the University of Nebraska–Lincoln’s 
Eastern Nebraska Research and Extension Center, located 
near Mead, Nebraska. Doug was an excellent director 
and oversaw many successful changes at LREC during 
his tenure here. He will be missed! Additionally, Mark 
Karlstrum, manager of the Cliff and Martha Hansen 
Livestock Teaching Arena, left UW to pursue other 
endeavors in St. George, Utah. We wish both of these 
gentlemen nothing but the best!

LREC Highlights and Accomplishments
LREC enjoyed a very successful 2017. Despite budget 
reductions that have been universally seen across the 
University of Wyoming campus, LREC continues to 
provide quality resources for the land grant mission, 
namely teaching, research, and extension activities. In 
addition to many of the research projects that are either 
finished or are ongoing, as evidenced by the number of 
papers in the Field Days Bulletin, one of the highlights 
continues to be the Haflinger team of horses that have 
become well known across the state. Pistol and Pete pull 
the UW College of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
sheep wagon through numerous parades and other events. 
Pistol and Pete reside at LREC, and with the help of Travis 
Smith and the staff at LREC we’re ensured that the team 
makes its way across Wyoming.

The LREC Sheep Unit (Fig. 2) was again a very busy 
unit in 2017, providing animals and facilities for research 
projects, lab classes, outreach activities, and judging 
contests. The unit conducted two producer-owned ram 
tests (black-faced and white-faced) during 2017 and 
continues to collaborate with the U.S. Sheep Experiment 
Station (Dubois, Idaho) on feed efficiency in rams. The 
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Figure 1. LREC personnel include, from left, Dave Lutterman, Landon Hoffer, Rod Rogers, Director Doug Zalesky (who accepted a position earlier this 
year as director of the Eastern Nebraska Research and Extension Center), Mark Karlstrum (who recently moved to Utah), Shelby Gaddis, Travis Smith, 
Kalli Koepke, and Ryan Pendleton.
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sheep facility is managed by Kalli Koepke, who does 
an excellent job juggling the many demands of the ram 
tests, judging needs, research, teaching, extension, and 
other activities.

The LREC greenhouse complex is a busy facility year-
round. The facility is utilized by various departments, 
graduate students, staff, and faculty from around the 
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, UW 
Extension, and others. The All-America Selections 
Display Garden on campus was introduced in 2012 and 
continues to be a popular garden that highlights the best 
of the best in flowering annuals and perennials.

The LREC Beef Unit continues to be busy providing 
animals for multiple hands-on labs taught at the facility. 
Research continues to be in the area of feed efficiency 
and brisket disease (aka high-altitude disease). Brisket 
can lead to heart failure, and it poses most risk to cattle 
above 6,000 feet in elevation. Research into understanding 
this disease continues to be an area of emphasis (see 
paper titled “The effect of monensin on pulmonary 
arterial pressures in beef calves”). The LREC lab animal 
facilities are utilized by faculty, staff, and students in the 
departments of Animal Science, Veterinary Sciences, and 

Molecular Biology, and the Microbiology Program. The 
facilities house mice and rats utilized in numerous studies 
throughout the year.

Year in and out, the most heavily utilized LREC facility 
is the Cliff and Martha Hansen Livestock Teaching 
Arena and Mary Mead Room. Aside from being the 
home of the UW Rodeo Team, the facilities are also 
utilized by lab classes, other UW teams and organizations, 
and numerous groups, including 4-H clubs and FFA 
chapters throughout the year.
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Figure 2. The LREC Sheep Unit provides animals and facilities for research projects, lab classes, outreach activities, and judging contests.
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