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Introduction
Last year marked a historic milestone for the Wyoming 
Agricultural Experiment Station (WAES). Members 
of our team had the privilege to join friends and 
supporters of WAES in what became nearly a year-long 
celebration of 125 years of research service to the state 
of Wyoming. It is not possible to declare the last 125 
years to be officially in the books and set our sights on 
the next 125 years without recapping some of the most 
encouraging occurrences that will propel WAES into the 
immediate future.

Pistol and Pete Become Icons
Who would have guessed that having a two-horse team 
of Haflingers—now famously known as Pistol and Pete—
pull the University of Wyoming’s College of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources’ sheep wagon at various events 
around the state throughout the year would create 
such a stir? Doug Zalesky and Travis Smith with the 
Laramie Research and Extension Center expended 
tremendous effort to make appearances with Pistol 
and Pete at as many events as possible. The expression 
of disappointment by many people in Laramie when 
Pistol had to rest his hoof for the Laramie Jubilee Days 
parade was offset by jubilation when the team returned 
to Laramie for the UW Homecoming parade. Pistol and 
Pete were greeted with the same level of enthusiasm 
everywhere they appeared. What’s more, Doug and 
Travis lost track of how many times they were thanked 
for bringing the team to various community events 
around Wyoming. 

The overwhelming response to the team of Haflingers 
gave Chavawn Kelley with the UW Extension 
Communications and Technology (C&T) team the idea 
of creating a Pistol and Pete calendar. Attendees of this 
year’s field days will receive the calendar as a gift from 

WAES. Thanks to Tanya Engel, also with UW Extension 
C&T, the back cover of this year’s edition of the WAES 
Field Days Bulletin will feature the calendar photos. Tanya 
is also working to make the photos available for download 
as computer wallpaper (instructions for downloading are 
at www.uwyo.edu/uwexpstn). 

Celebrating WAES Success
Pistol and Pete were introduced to many WAES 
supporters at an event held before the 2016 UW football 
season opener (Figure 1). The college’s major gift officer, 
Pepper Jo Six, called the event “Friends of AES.” This 
name became the inspiration for one WAES supporter to 
provide gifts of belt buckles to two of the best friends of 
WAES. Leesa Zalesky was recognized for launching Pistol 
and Pete’s career as WAES mascots and ambassadors. 
David Kruger, UW Libraries’ liaison to the College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, was recognized for the 
remarkable job of presenting the history of WAES and its 
affiliated research and extension (R&E) centers. 

The Friends of AES event also sparked an idea for another 
one of our supporters to provide a lead gift to create 
an award honoring former WAES employee Kathleen 
Bertoncelj. It seems fitting that Kathleen’s successor in 
the main AES office, Joanne Newcomb, would receive the 
staff award, which embodies the spirit and dedication of 
all our WAES staff. Our other 2017 honoree, Rochelle 
Koltiska, is recognized in Brian Mealor’s “Introduction to 
the Sheridan Research and Extension Center.”

Field Days
Last year’s four field days included special events at 
each R&E center to complement the WAES 125-year 
celebration. Although we will not be celebrating in the 
same manner this year, we are looking forward to having 
audiences join us for field days at R&E center locations in 
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Sheridan (July 7), Powell (July 13), Lingle (August 24), 
and Laramie (August 26). Research at RRS, the four R&E 
centers, and other locations in Wyoming are summarized 
throughout this bulletin.

WAES Field Days Bulletin and the Searchable Database
The printed version of the WAES Field Days Bulletin is 
available to attendees at field days, and it is also available 
online at www.uwyo.edu/uwexpstn/publications/. In 
addition, new as of last year, we launched a searchable 
database online that includes all of 
the sources of research that WAES 
tracks for the college, including the 
annual Field Days Bulletin. I invite 
readers to visit www.wyagresearch.
org/research/index.php to conduct 
searches by keyword, R&E center, 
or the source of research, to learn 
about work that is planned, is 
underway, or has been completed, 
and that addresses one or more 
of the Wyoming Production 
Agriculture Research Priorities. It is 
a useful tool to quickly find specific 
topics you may be interested in.
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Figure 1 . WAES employees and supporters with Pistol and Pete at the “Friends of AES” 
event in September 2016 in Laramie. Pictured are: 1. John Tanaka, 2. Bret Hess, 3. Jerry 
Schuman, 4. Kahlia Hill, 5. Pepper Jo Six, 6. George Vance, 7. Maureen Vance, 8. Joann 
Schuman, 9. Conrad “Connie” Kercher, 10. Ruth Kaltenbach, 11. Kurt “Cub” Feltner, 12. Ann 
Tanaka, 13. Toni Day, 14. Kathleen Bertoncelj, 15. Jeanne Kennedy, 16. David Kruger, 17. Chad 
Hutchens, 18. Jane Kercher, 19. Donna Brown, 20. Lynne Pulley, 21. Colin Kaltenbach, 
22. Keith Kennedy, 23. Justin Derner, 24. Tansie Derner, 25. Stephen Miller, 26. Doug Zalesky, 
27. Frank Galey, 28. Mike Day, 29. Pistol, and 30. Pete.




