
2016 Field Days Bulletin | 15

Introduction to the Laramie Research and Extension Center

D. Zalesky1

Introduction 
The Laramie Research and Extension Center (LREC) 
consists of the greenhouse complex at 30th and Harney 
streets, the livestock farm west of Laramie on Highway 
230, animal facilities at the Wyoming State Veterinary 
Laboratory on Laramie’s West Side, and lab animal 
facilities and forage resources at the University of 
Wyoming’s McGuire Ranch northeast of Laramie. 

LREC provides a wide range of resources to faculty 
and staff members, graduate students, and others for 
research, teaching, and outreach efforts. 

LREC Highlights and Accomplishments
LREC had another busy year, which included some 
changes that we believe are positive and indicative of 
the increased use of the center.

We installed two weather stations that provide current 
and historical weather data. Both stations can be 
accessed on the Internet to view real-time weather 
information. One station was installed at the LREC 
greenhouse complex (www.weatherlink.com/user/
uwgreenhouse), and the other was installed at the live-
stock center (www.weatherlink.com/user/lreclivestock). 
If you are interested in historical weather data, please 
contact the LREC office (307-766-3665). 

Another highlight for 2015 was development of new 
LREC office space. We outgrew the old office, but 
were able to utilize some existing room at the livestock 
center to develop new offices in the wool building west 
of Laramie. We completed the move in August 2015. 

A new event—the LREC Family Farm Day—kicked off 
in September 2015. The purpose is to showcase resources 

and activities of the LREC livestock farm. Displays, 
presentations, tours, and activities for children and their 
families were held. Attendance exceeded expectations, 
and we’re calling the event “extremely successful.” We’re 
hosting the annual Family Farm Day on Saturday, 
August 27, at LREC facilities west of Laramie, and this 
year’s event will feature more activities. 

The LREC Sheep Unit (Figure 1) was busy again in 
2015 providing animals and facilities for research 
projects, lab classes, outreach activities, and judging 
contests. The unit also conducted two producer-owned 
ram tests (black-faced and white-faced) during 2015. 

The LREC Swine Unit provides resources for teaching 
and outreach activities throughout the year. The Swine 
and Sheep units worked together to complete another 
successful pig and lamb sale, which is conducted annu-
ally for local 4-H and FFA students. 

The LREC greenhouse complex is a hub of activ-
ity year-round. Faculty and staff members along with 
graduate students from several departments within the 
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources utilize 
the facility. A recent addition to the greenhouse complex 
is the All-America Selections’ display garden (Figure 2). 
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Figure 1. Lambing time at the LREC Sheep Unit.
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The garden is devoted to testing and highlighting the 
best of the best in flowering annuals and perennials.  

Those involved with the LREC Beef Unit have been 
busy this past year conducting research related to feed 
efficiency and brisket disease (high-altitude sickness) in 
cattle. Feed efficiency is an important trait due to the 
high cost of feed. Brisket disease, which can lead to 
heart failure, poses most risk to cattle above 5,000 feet, 
though studies indicate cattle as low as 3,000 to 4,000 
feet can show symptoms. Research into the molecular 
biology of brisket disease and developing better diag-
nostic tools to identify early stages continues. The unit 
also had a busy year providing animals and facilities for 
a variety of Department of Animal Science classes and 
other activities. 

The LREC lab animal facility is utilized by faculty and 
staff in the departments of animal science, veterinary 
sciences, and molecular biology and the program in 
microbiology. The facilities house mice and rats utilized 
in numerous studies throughout the year. 

One of the busiest and most heavily utilized facilities 
at LREC is the Cliff and Martha Hansen Livestock 
Teaching Arena and Mary Mead Room (Figure 3). 
Aside from being the home of the UW Rodeo Team, it 
is also utilized to conduct lab classes, provide a practice 
arena for other UW teams and organizations, as well as 
host numerous outreach events and meetings. This past 
year saw a renovation of the arena floor in addition to 
the replacement of the old rodeo equipment and panels. 
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Figure 2. All-America Selections’ display garden. Figure 3. Cliff and Martha Hansen Livestock 
Teaching Arena and Mary Mead Room.


