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The Triple R Ranch was bequeathed to the 
University of Wyoming as set forth in the living 
trust of Col. Williams Rogers (1998 and 
amended in 2002). This parcel of about 320 
acres is now a component of the Wyoming Ag-
ricultural Experiment Station (WAES) adminis-
tered through the UW College of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources. The area—renamed the 
Rogers Research Site—is being developed to 
address forestry-related issues, notably fire.   

The Rogers Research Site (RRS) lies in the 
Laramie Mountains eight miles southeast of 
Laramie Peak at an average elevation of 7,000 
feet. The vegetation type is largely ponderosa 
pine forest with a few stands of aspen. The area 
is habitat for a wide diversity of game and non-
game wildlife, and is also grazed by domestic 
animals from adjacent grazing allotments and 
private holdings. The site is surrounded by 
Medicine Bow National Forest lands on three 
sides. South are private and State of Wyoming 
lands. 

Early in summer 2012, a forest fire that 
burned nearly 100,000 acres in the Laramie 
Mountains also burned through RRS. The blaze 
torched nearly 95% of the ponderosa pine on 
the site as well as the one cabin. Since the fire, 
efforts at RRS have been toward restoration of 
the pine. 

Objectives 

The study being established at RRS is aimed at 
ponderosa pine restoration. It should provide 

information on the effectiveness of using a mix 
of post-fire erosion control grasses on the resto-
ration effort. It should also provide information 
on natural regeneration of ponderosa as well as 
survival of seed-planted and seedling-planted 
pine. Another goal is to share details on pine 
regeneration under three cutting treatments: 
areas that have had dead ponderosa pine cut 
and all wood and slash removed, areas where 
the wood only has been removed and slash left 
behind, and areas that have not had any dead 
pine cut.   

Lastly, this paper presents an outline of a 
larger, comprehensive report on RRS; work on 
the report has begun, and we hope to have it 
complete next year. The regeneration experi-
ment described herein is viewed as a long-term 
study that is anticipated to last for decades. 

Materials and Methods 

Over especially the last year, the study to test 
various methods of ponderosa pine regeneration 
has been partially established. The expectation is 
that the study will be fully established by the 
beginning of July 2015.   

RRS is composed of several small water-
sheds. A complete set of all treatments is being 
established in each of four watersheds. They 
include three cutting treatments (no cut, cut 
and leave slash, cut and remove slash), three 
planting treatments (no planting, plant with 
ponderosa seed, plant with ponderosa seed-
lings), and two erosion control treatments (no 
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erosion control and planting with an erosion 
control seed mixture). This is a three by three 
by two factorial experiment. This means that 
each treatment will include interaction possibil-
ities with all other treatments. Consequently, 
each replicate contains 18 plots or experimental 
units (3x3x2). The treatments are replicated 
four times, each in a separate watershed. Each 
plot is 0.62 acres in size, and at this writing, the 
cutting treatments are being completed by a 
company contracted to perform the work. This 
year, erosion control seed was planted first; 
ponderosa seed was then distributed; finally, 
ponderosa seedlings were planted by hand.   

Establishment and survival of particularly 
the ponderosa pine will be monitored in the 
future, likely at one-year intervals for five years 
and two-year intervals thereafter.   

Results and Discussion 

Previous brief reports on the RRS are available 
in the 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014 Wyoming 
Agricultural Experiment Station (WAES) Field 
Days Bulletins. They are available at  
www.uwyo.edu/uwexpstn (click on the Publica-
tions link on the left side of the page). These 
describe the potential of this site as well as some 
of the consequences of the 2012 fire and results 
from work performed by Claire Wilkin at the 
site for her master’s thesis.   

It is anticipated that the comprehensive re-
port on RRS will contain sections on the area’s 
natural and human history, the Arapaho Fire of 
2012, completed research (mostly Wilkin’s the-
sis work, Soil Amendments and Microbial Com-
munity Recovery Following High Intensity Forest 
Fire), results from the ponderosa pine restora-
tion study (e.g., pine bark beetle invasion, root 
pathogen survey, and soil characterization pre- 
and post-fire), and a full description of the pon-
derosa restoration study. It is our goal to also 
include sections on the outreach potential of 
this site as well as its potential for instructional 
opportunities through classes from UW and 
other institutions. Lastly will be a section on 
future potential of RRS. 
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