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All‐America Selections’ Vegetables and Herbs 

K. Panter1 

All-America Selections (AAS) is an interna-
tional, independent, non-profit organization 
devoted to testing and highlighting the best of 
the best in vegetables, flowering annuals, and 
perennials. There are currently more than 70 
AAS Trial Grounds plus almost 200 Display 
Gardens in the U.S. and Canada, including a 
Display Garden at the University of Wyoming. 
Ours is the only AAS garden of either type in 
Wyoming. The first AAS garden at UW was 
established in 2012 on the west side of Old 
Main on the UW campus. It initially encom-
passed flowering annuals and perennials as well 
as vegetables. Flowering annuals and perennials 
are still located west of Old Main, but vegeta-
bles have since been moved to the Laramie  
Research and Extension Center (LREC) green-
house complex. 

The three purposes of AAS are to 1) test 
new, unsold cultivars, 2) inform gardeners 
about AAS winners, and 3) earn gardeners’ trust 
in those winners. One goal of the UW AAS 
project is to highlight new vegetables as part of 
our agreement with AAS. Another is to deter-
mine which of the AAS selections can be grown 
successfully in Laramie’s often harsh climate. 

Objectives 

The specific objective is to determine varieties 
and yields of various vegetables that will grow, 
thrive, and produce in Laramie.  

Materials and Methods 

Seeds from AAS arrived in October 2014 and 
January 2015. For the 2015 gardens, seeds were 
sown starting in February with transplant dates 
dependent upon species. The AAS vegetables 
and cultivars we are growing this year are detail-
ed in Table 1. AAS also chooses a few winners 
from previous years to highlight in all of its gar-
dens across the U.S. and Canada (Figure 1). 
Data collected include days to germination, 
days to transplant, and fresh weight of harvested 
vegetables on a per-plant basis.  

Results and Discussion 

On June 8, 2014, a late frost killed all 20 culti-
vars planted in raised beds outdoors at the 
LREC greenhouse complex. Therefore, no data 
exists from 2014. Initial 2015 results should be 
available for the August 27 LREC Field Day. 

1Department of Plant Sciences. 

Figure 1. Pumpkin ‘Hijinks’ in the 2013 UW AAS 
Display Garden. 
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Table 1. All‐America Selections’ vegetables and herbs for 2015. 

Vegetable/Herb  Cultivar 

Basil ‘Dolce Fresca’, ‘Persian’ 
Bean ‘Mascotte’ 
Beet ‘Avalanche’ 
Broccoli ‘Artwork’ 
Chives ‘Garlic Geisha’ 
Cucumber ‘Pick a Bushel’ 
Lettuce ‘Sandy’ 

Pepper 
‘Cayennetta’, ‘Emerald Fire’, ‘Flaming Flare’, 
‘Hot Sunset’, ‘Mama Mia Giallo’, ‘Orange Blaze’, 
‘Pretty N Sweet’, ‘Sweet Sunset’ 

Pumpkin ‘Hijinks’ 
Radish ‘Rivoli’, ‘Roxanne’ 

Tomato ‘Chef’s Choice Orange’, ‘Fantastico’, ‘Jasper’, 
‘Lizzano’, ‘Mountain Merit’, ‘Terenzo’ 

Melon ‘Melemon’ 
Squash ‘Bossa Nova’, ‘Butterscotch’ 
Watermelon ‘Faerie’, ‘Harvest Moon’ 


